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PREAMBLE  

            [1] An independent, fair and impartial judiciary is indispensable to our system of 
justice. The United States legal system is based upon the principle that an independent, 
impartial, and competent judiciary, composed of men and women of integrity, will 
interpret and apply the law that governs our society. Thus, the judiciary plays a central 
role in preserving the principles of justice and the rule of law. Inherent in all the Rules 
contained in this Code are the precepts that judges, individually and collectively, must 
respect and honor the judicial office as a public trust and strive to maintain and enhance 
confidence in the legal system. 

            [2] Judges should maintain the dignity of judicial office at all times, and avoid 
both impropriety and the appearance of impropriety in their professional and personal 
lives. They should aspire at all times to conduct that ensures the greatest possible 
public confidence in their independence, impartiality, integrity, and competence. 

            [3] The Code of Judicial Conduct establishes standards for the ethical conduct of 
judges and judicial candidates. It is not intended as an exhaustive guide for the conduct 
of judges and judicial candidates, who are governed in their judicial and personal 
conduct by general ethical standards as well as by the Code. The Code is intended, 
however, to provide guidance and assist judges in maintaining the highest standards of 
judicial and personal conduct, and to provide a basis for regulating their conduct 
through disciplinary agencies. 

CANON 1    A judge shall uphold and promote the independence, integrity, and 
impartiality of the judiciary and shall avoid impropriety and the appearance of 
impropriety. 

 RULE 1.1   Compliance With the Law 

            A judge shall comply with the law, including the Code of Judicial Conduct.     
 
 RULE 1.2  Promoting Confidence in the Judiciary 

             A judge shall act at all times in a manner that promotes public confidence in the 
independence, integrity, and impartiality of the judiciary and shall avoid impropriety and 
the appearance of impropriety. 

CANON 2    A judge shall perform the duties of judicial office impartially, 
competently, and diligently. 

 RULE 2.1  Giving Precedence to the Duties of Judicial Office 



            The duties of judicial office, as prescribed by law, shall take precedence over all 
of a judge's personal and extrajudicial activities. 

 RULE 2.2  Impartiality and Fairness 

             A judge shall uphold and apply the law, and shall perform all duties of judicial 
office fairly and impartially. 

CANON 3    A judge shall conduct the judge's personal and extrajudicial activities 
to minimize the risk of conflict with the obligations of judicial office. 

 RULE 3.1  Extra-judicial Activities in General 

            A judge may engage in extrajudicial activities, except as prohibited by law or this 
Code.  However, when engaging in extrajudicial activities, a judge shall not; 

            (A)  participate in activities that will interfere with the proper performance of the 
judge's judicial duties; 

             (B)  participate in activities that will lead to frequent disqualification of the judge; 

           (C)  participate in activities that would appear to a reasonable person to 
undermine the judge's independence, integrity, or impartiality; 

             (D)  engage in conduct that would appear to a reasonable person to be 
coercive, or 

             (E)  make use of court premises, staff, stationery, equipment, or other resources, except for 
incidental use for activities that concern the law, the legal system, or the administration of justice, or 
unless such additional use is permitted by law. 

CANON 4    A judge or candidate for judicial office shall not engage in political or 
campaign activity that is inconsistent with the independence, integrity, or 
impartiality of the judiciary.  

 RULE 4.1  Political and Campaign Activities of Judges and Judicial 
Candidates in General 

            (a)  Except as permitted by law, or by Rules 4.2 and 4.4, a judge or a judicial 
candidate shall not: 

            (1)  act as a leader in, or hold an office in, a political organization; 

            (2)  make speeches on behalf of a political organization; 

            (3)  publicly endorse or oppose a candidate for any public office; 



            (4)  solicit funds for a political organization or a candidate for public office; 

            (5)  [Reserved]; 

            (6)  publicly identify himself or herself as a candidate of a political organization; 

            (7)  seek, accept, or use endorsements or publicly stated support from a political 
organization; 

            (8)  [Reserved]; 

            (9)  use or permit the use of campaign contributions for the private benefit of the 
judge, the candidate, or others; 

            (10)  use court staff, facilities, or other court resources in a campaign for judicial 
office; 

            (11)  knowingly, or with reckless disregard for the truth, make any false or 
misleading statement; 

            (12)  make any statement that would reasonably be expected to affect the 
outcome or impair the fairness of a matter pending or impending in any court; or 

            (13)  in connection with cases, controversies, or issues that are likely to come 
before the court, make pledges, promises, or commitments that are inconsistent with 
the impartial performance of the adjudicative duties or judicial office. 

            (B)  A judge or judicial candidate shall take reasonable measures to ensure that 
other persons do not undertake, on behalf of the judge or judicial candidate, any 
activities prohibited under paragraph (A). 

           (C) Except as prohibited by law, a judge or judicial candidate subject to public 
election may at any time: 

            (1) attend political gatherings or attend or purchase tickets for dinners or other 
events sponsored by a political organization or a candidate for public office; 

          (2) upon request, identify himself or herself as a member of a political party; 

          (3) be a member of or pay an assessment to or make a contribution to a political 
organization or make a contribution to a candidate for public office; 

          (4) make a public declaration of candidacy; 

          (5) make a public speech or appearance or speak to gatherings on his or her own 
behalf; and 



          (6) appear in newspaper, television, or other media. 

 RULE 4.2  Political and Campaign Activities of Judicial Candidates in 
Public Elections 

            (A)  A judicial candidate in a public election shall: 

            (1)  act at all times in a manner consistent with the independence, integrity, and 
impartiality of the judiciary; 

           (2)  comply with all applicable election, election campaign, and election 
campaign fund-raising laws and regulations of this jurisdiction; 

            (3)  review and approve the content of all campaign statements and materials 
produced by the candidate or his or her campaign committee, as authorized by Rule 
4.4, before their dissemination; and 

            (4)  take reasonable measures to ensure that other persons do not undertake on 
behalf of the candidate activities that the candidate is prohibited from doing by Rule 4.1. 

            (5) report contributions received and campaign expenses in accordance with 
NRS Chapter 294A. 

            (6) if elected to judicial office, a candidate who received contributions that were 
not spent or committed for expenditure as a result of the campaign may dispose of the 
money in any combination as provided in subsections (a)–(d). Any other disposition of 
the money is prohibited. 

                        (a) return the unspent money to contributors; 

                        (b) donate the money to the general fund of the state, county or city 
relating to the judge’s office; 

                        (c) use the money in the judge’s next election or for the payment of other 
expenses related to the judge’s public office or the judge’s previous campaigns for 
judicial office; 

                        (d) donate the money to any tax-exempt nonprofit entity, including a 
nonprofit state or local bar association, the Administrative Office of the Courts or any 
foundation entrusted with the distribution of Interest on Lawyer’s Trust Accounts 
(IOLTA) funds. 

            (7) unless a candidate for other judicial office, a judge who does not run for 
reelection shall, not later than the 15th day of the second month after the expiration of 
the judge’s term of office, dispose of those contributions in the manner provided in Rule 
4.2(A)(6). 



            (B)  A candidate for elective judicial office may, unless prohibited by law; 

            (1)  establish a campaign committee pursuant to the provisions of Rule 4.4; 

            (2)  speak on behalf of his or her candidacy through any medium, including but 
not limited to advertisements, websites, or other campaign literature; 

            (3)  publicly oppose candidates for the same judicial office for which he or she is 
running; 

            (4)  in accordance with Rules 4.2(C), 4.2(D) and other applicable law, solicit and 
accept campaign contributions, either personally or through a campaign committee. 

            (5)  seek, accept, or use endorsements from any person or organization other 
than a partisan political organization. 

            (C) A candidate who is not opposed in an election must not solicit or accept 
contributions for the candidate’s campaign, either personally or through a candidate’s 
committee, at any time. 

            (1) A candidate becomes opposed in an election when, at the close of filing, 
another candidate has filed a declaration of candidacy or acceptance of candidacy for 
the same judicial office. 

            (2) If a candidate’s opponent files a withdrawal of candidacy, the candidate is 
deemed unopposed as of the effective date of the withdrawal of candidacy and must not 
solicit or accept campaign contributions after that date. 

            (3) A candidate who is opposed and/or the candidate’s committees may solicit or 
accept contributions for the candidate’s campaign no earlier than 5:00 p.m. on the last 
day for filing a declaration of candidacy for judicial office and no later than 90 days after 
the last election in which the candidate participates during the election year. 

            (D) Candidates running exclusively for municipal court, however, may solicit or 
accept contributions for the candidate’s campaign no earlier than 120 days before the 
primary election and no later than 90 days after the last election in which the candidate 
participates during the election year. If, at the close of filing for judicial office in a 
municipal court election a candidate is unopposed, the candidate must not solicit or 
accept campaign contributions after the close of filing. 

 RULE 4.3   Activities of Applicants for Appointive Judicial Office 

            An applicant for appointment to judicial office may: 

           (A)  communicate with the appointing authority, including any selection, 
screening, or nominating commission or similar agency; and 



           (B)  seek endorsements for the appointment from any person or organization 
other than a partisan political organization. 

 RULE 4.4  Campaign Committees 

            (A)  A judicial candidate subject to public election may establish a campaign 
committee to manage and conduct a campaign for the candidate, subject to the 
provisions of this Code.  The candidate is responsible for ensuring that his or her 
campaign committee complies with applicable provisions of this Code and other 
applicable law. 

            (B)   A judicial candidate subject to public election shall direct his or her 
campaign committee: 

            (1)  to solicit and accept only such campaign contributions as are reasonable 
under the circumstances and in an amount permitted by law; and 

            (2)  not to solicit or accept contributions for a candidate's current campaign 
except in accordance with Rules 4.2(C) and 4.2(D). 

 RULE 4.5  Activities of Judges Who Become Candidates for Non-judicial 
Office 

            (A)  Upon becoming a candidate for a non-judicial elective office, a judge shall 
resign from judicial office, unless permitted by law to continue to hold judicial office. 

            (B)  Upon becoming a candidate for a non-judicial appointive office, a judge is 
not required to resign from judicial office, provided that the judge complies with the other 
provisions of this Code. 

  

  

 


